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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present,  for  your  information  and 
consideration,  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of  the 
Urban  District  during  the  year,  1963* 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  dealing  with 
the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District,  Housing  and  the 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies,  is  complementary  to 
this  Report. 

For  your  information,  certain  details  of  the  personal  health 
services  administered  by  the  County  Council  are  included. 


I  am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PAR  TONE 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area  of  the  District:  2,837  Acres 


Population,  mid-year.  Registrar  General* s  estimate:  12,280. 


Number  of  inhabited 

houses  at  the  end  of  1963: 

3,581 

Rateable  Value: 

1963  -  £556,947; 

1962  -  £219,746. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate:  1963  -  £2, 

210;  1962  -  £1 

,280. 

These  figures  show  a  population  increase  of  860. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  figures  in 

brackets  are  the 

corresponding  ones 

for  1962. 

Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

136  (no) 

-(5) 

107  ( 109) 

_j  Jiil 

243 

6 

(219) 

JLiil, 

Totals:- 

139  (115) 

no  (120) 

249 

(235) 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  20.3 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  18.5 

(20,6) 

(18.5) 

Stillbirths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

Ille  gi tima te . 

5  .(2) 

LI 

2  ill 

'7 

.  a 

Totals:- 

5  (2) 

2  (“) 

7 

'  (2) 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths: 
Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

27.4  (8.4) 

0.50  (0.11) 

Deaths. 

Male.  ...  , 

.  .  .  Female. 

Total. 

All  age  groups  . 

54  (43) 

.58  (51) 

112 

(94) 

Infants  Under 

One  Year 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

1  (2) 

2  (5) 

3 

(7) 

.  M 

Totals:- 

1  (3) 

2  (6) 

3 

(9) 

Maternal  Deaths: 

Mil.  (Nil). 

Death  Rates. 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  population:  9.1 
Adjusted  rate  per  1,000  population:  13*7 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births:  12.0 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  12.3 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  birthsNil. 
Maternal  Deaths  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths:  Nil. 

(8.2) 

(12.0) 

(38.3) 

(32.0) 

(125) 

(Nil) 

The  number  of  births  increased  by  14  as  compared  with  last  year,  but 
the  birth  rate  has  fallen  from  20.6  to  20.3  because  of  the  increase  in 
population  of  the  District. 

Deaths  have  increased  by  18.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  12.0  as 
against  38.3  last  year. 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  Table 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  following  Table  gives  the  causes  of  Infant  Deaths 
during  19^3  classified  into  age  groups: 


tabu:  ii 


All  the  Infant  Deaths  occurred  in  Hospital. 


COMPARISON  OF  KNOTT  INGLE  Y  VITAL  STATISTICS  WITH  OTHER  WEST  RIDING  URBAN 
DISTRICTS.  THE  WEST  RIDING  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  AND  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


TABLE  III 


*  Figures  not  available. 
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PART  TWO 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIONS 


AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases,  other 
than  Tuberculosis,  throughout  the  year. 

TABLE  IV 


Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 


Immunisation. 

158  c'hildren  under  the  age  of  five  years  and  130  over  the  age  of 
five  years,  received  a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation  against  the 
disease.  In  addition  176  children  received  a  reinforcing  injection. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained  in  the  Register 
of  Tuberculous  persons: - 

TABLE  V. 


The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  Register  are  given  in  the 
following  Table. 


TABLE  VI. 


During  the  year  two  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  There  was 
one  death  from  Tuberculosis. 

•  i 
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In  the  following  Table  new  cases  and  mortality  are  classified 
according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  disease, 

TABLE  VII 


National  Assistance  Act, 

Section  47* 

It  was  necessary  to  obtain  a  Magistrates  Order  for  the  compulsory  admission  to 
an  Institute  of  a  man  aged  76  years,  who  was  infirm  and  living  in  insanitary 
conditions.  The  patient  later  settled  very  well  in  Northgate  Lodge,  Pontefract, 
and  decided  of  his  own  accord  to  stay  there  permanently. 
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PART  III 


COUNTY  COUNCIL 
OF  THE 

WEST  RIDING  OF  YORKS  H  1  R  A 
DIVISION  12, 

Pontefract  Municipal  Borough* 
Featherstone  Urban  District, 
Knottingley  Urban  District. 
Osgoldcross  Rural  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 


DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


1963. 


B  Y 

J.F .  FRASER. 

M.B..  B.S..  D.P.H..  D.Obst. ,  R.C.O.G. 


(a) 


Divisional  Staff  at  31st  December,  19&3 


Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

J.P.  Fraser,  M.B.,  B.3.,  D.P.H.,  D.Obst.,  R.C.C.G. 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
and  School  Medical  Officer . 

J. 2.  Lee,  M»R»C«S«,  L.R.C.F.,  D.P.H. 

School  Medical  Officer,  ( Part-Time ) . 

J*  Simons,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  -  Visiting  Staff , 
Ophthalmologist* 

K. K.  Prasher,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.O. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon • 

R*V.L.  Calderwood,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


thino-Laryngologist. 

K.M.  Mayall,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  F.R.F.P.S, 


Health  Visitors  and  Scliool  Nurses . 


Miss  E.M.  Atkinson* 
Mrs.  P.M.  Brice* 

Mrs.  B*  Clarke. 

Miss  L.O.I.  Day, 

Miss  A.  Elsley. 

Mrs.  M.  Faulkner. 

Miss  B.N.  Kenning ton. 
Miss  M.  Reading, 

Mrs.  M.K.  Walsh. 


Assistant  Health  Visitors. 


Mrs.  E.S,  Chew. 

Mrs.  L.  Hudson, 

Mrs.  JoK.  Smith.  (Clinic  Nurse), 


Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor • 

Mrs.  E *W.  Petch. 

0>) 


Midwives 


Mrs.  A.  A  tack. 

Mrs.  K.  Berry. 

Mrs,  I.  Bus hell. 

Miss  S.S.  Essex. 

Mrs.  E.  Glover.  (Relief). 
Mrs.  D.  Kelly. 

Mrs.  B.  Murphy. 

Miss  C.  Norton. 

Mrs.  A.M.  Randall. 

Miss  C.A.  Roberts. 


Home  Nurses. 

Miss  I,.  Casey. 

Mrs.  S.G.  Cousins. 
Mrs.  S.  Eaton. 

Mrs.  F.  Green. 

Mrs.  V.  McVeigh. 
Mrs.  A.  Pearce. 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Pycock. 
Mrs.  D.M.A.  Ward. 


Home 


Mrs.  P,  Philip. 


Ifental  Welfare  Officers . 


Miss  M.  Horsley. 

Mr.  G.F.G.  Townend. 


Speech  Therapists . 


Mrs.  N«  Hepv/orth. 


Clerical  Staff . 

Mr.  ¥.  Carver.  (Senior  Clerk). 

Mr.  R.  Bailey.  (Deputy  Senior  Clerk). 

Miss  E.  Brabbs. 

Miss  K.  Dulcer. 

Miss  J.M.  Gibbons. 

Miss  P.  G.  Kelly. 

Miss  C.A.  Scurrah. 

Mrs.  M.  Slack.  (Part-Time). 

Mrs.  A.  Smith. 

Mrs.  C.  Walker. 


INTRODUCTION 


In  this  section  is  given  a  brief  aocount  of  the  services  provided 
by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  as  a  whole ,  under  Part  III  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  area 
during  1963  was  1290,  an  increase  of  102  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 


The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE,  20.3  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population  compared  with  19-1  for  the  previous  year,  was  well  above 
the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  rate  of  18.2  and  the  England 
and  Wales  birth  rate  of  18.2. 


Deaths. 


The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  621,  an  increase  of  21  compared  with  1962. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  9.8  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population.  The  West  Riding  .Administrative  area  is  12.0 
and  England  and  Wales  12.2. 


Infant  Mortality . 


In  1963  the  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered 
22.  The  Infant  Mortality  was  17.1  as  against  24. 4  in  the  previous 
year. 


Maternal  Mortality. 


There  were  three  maternal  deaths  in  the  Divisional  area  during 
the  year.  One  occurred  in  Feathers tone  Urban  District  and  two  in 
Osgoldcross  Rural  District. 

mYOTERY  AITD  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Of  the  1283  notified  live  births,  497  were  delivered  by 
domiciliary  midwives,  the  private  doctors  being  present  in  108  of 
these  cases. 


Notifications. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives 
practicing  in  the  Division  : - 

Death  of  Mother. 

Death  of  Child. 

Still  Births, 

Liability  to  be  source  of  infection. 

Medical  Assistance. 

Medical  Aid  notices  sent  in  by  Midwives  during  1963  numbered 
40,  all  of  these  being  domiciliary. 
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Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 


All  the  domiciliary  midwives  held  the  certificate  in  gas  and  air  analgesia 
administration  and  were  equipped  with  the  necessary  apparatus. 

The  County  Council  decided  in  1959  to  provide  each  midwife  with  a  Trilene 
Analgesia  Machine  in  addition  to  the  Gas  and  Air  Machine. 

Pethidine  only  was  given  in  63  cases,  and  gas  and  air  and  pethidine  was 
given  in  14  cases.  Trilene  was  administered  in  85  cases  and  with  Pethidine  in 
305  cases. 


Ante -Natal  Clinics. 

There  are  two  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  Division  which  are  held  at  Pontefract 
and  Knottingley.  During  the  year  313  patients  attended.  The  total  number  of 
attendances  was  1,154*  66  patients  were  examined  post-na tally  during  the  year. 

Relaxation  Classes. 


Relaxation  classes  for  expectant  mothers  are  held  at  Pontefract  and 
Feather stone  Clinics. 

These  have  continued  to  be  fairly  well  attended  and  the  number  of 
attendances  at  these  Clinics  during  the  year  was  540. 

Institutional  Midwifery. 

Patients  from  this  Division  are  admitted  to  either  the  Castleford  Maternity 
Home  or  to  the  Southmoor  Maternity  Unit,  Hemswortli. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  finding  accommodation  for  all  patients 
wishing  to  have  their  babies  in  maternity  homes.  Due  to  travelling 
difficulties  there  is  a  preference  for  the  Castleford  Maternity  Home,  although 
our  allocation  of  beds  is  much  smaller  than  at  Southmoor. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

There  are  County  o’vTned  clinics  at  Pontefract,  Featherstone  and  Knottingley. 
A  mobile  caravan  type  clinic  visits  the  Parishes  of  Whitley  Bridge,  Womersley, 
Eggborough,  Brotherton,  Kellington,  Heck,  Hensall,  Monk  Fryston  and  Fairburn 
in  the  Osgoldcross  Rural  District,  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

During  1963,  2,258  children  attended  and  they  made  19,737  attendances. 

The  following  proprietory  preparations  were  available  at  cost  prices  to 
all  women  attending  at  the  Clinics  : - 

Ostermilk  No.  2. 

Trufood,  humanised. 

Cow  and  G-ate,  full  cream. 

Minadex. 

Trufood  Cereal. 

Adexolin. 

Scotts  Twin  Pack. 

The  annual  turnover  of  baby  food,  etc.  is  approximately  £5,000. 


Far  ox. 

Robinson’s  Groats. 
Robinson’ s  Triple  Pack. 
Robrex. 

Robsonp,. 

Rose  Hip  Syrup. 


(o) 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge  : - 

Ascorbic  Acid.  Ferrous  Fumerate  Tablets. 

Fersamel  Syrup-  Lactation  Tablets. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  ladies  of  the  Voluntary 
Committees  at  the  Clinics  for  all  the  work  they  have  done  during 
the  year. 


Premature  Babies. 


During  the  year  121  babies  weighing  5'k  lbs.  or  less  were  born 
in  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  to  mother  normally  resident  in  the 
Division,  and  27  were  bom  at  home. 
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Medical  Inspections. 

The  periodic  medical  examination  of  the  four  age  groups,  i.o.  the 
entrants  (5  years  +),  second  age  group  (7  years  +),  intermediate  years 
(10  years  +)  and  leavers  (14  years  +)  continued  throughout  the  year  at 
49  schools  in  the  Division. 

Re-examinations  of  children  who,  at  previous  periodic  or  special 
examinations  had  been  found  to  have  defects,  were  made  at  each  school 
medical  inspection.  Druing  the  year  3, 102  periodic  inspections  were 
carried  out. 


General  Condition  of  Children. 

All  pupils  at  routine  medical  inspections  are  classified  as  to  their 
general  condition  at  the  time  of  examination  and  99 • 48^' vore  classified  as 
satisfactory  and  only  ,52$as  unsatisfactory. 


Uncleanline  s  s . 

During  the  year  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  made  20,989 
examinations  of  children  in  schools.  Of  these  448  individual  children 
we re  found  to  be  infested. 


SPECIAL  CLINICS. 


Ophthalmic  Clinics, 


Dr.  K.  K.  Prasher  holds  weekly  clinics  at  the  Central  Clinic, 
Pontefract.  During  the  year  1626  children  were  examined.  Of  these 
587  we re  prescribed  glasses. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics. 

Mr.  K.  M.  Mayall  holds  fortnightly  sessions  at  the  Central.  Clinic, 
Pontefract,  for  children  from  this  Division.  During  the  year  Mr,  Mayall 
held  24  sessions  and  saw  119  children.  In  all,  the  children  made  263 
attendances. 


Orthopaedic  Clinics. 


Mr.  It.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  holds  a  monthly  clinic 
at  the  Central  Clinic,  Pontefract,  and  during  the  year  11  sessions  were 
held.  90  children  v/ere  seen  at  these  clinics  and  the  total  number  of 
attendances  made  was  127. 


Child  G-uidance  Treatment. 


A  Child  Guidance  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  the  Central  Clinic, 
Pontefract.  Children  from  surrounding  Divisional  areas  attended  here 
in  addition  to  our  own.  Dr.  P.  J.  Crowley  and  Dr.  E.  Atkinson  both 
held  consultant  sessions,  but  unfortunatly  we  lost  the  services  of 
Dr.  Crowley  in  December,  1963. 

Mr.  D.  G.  Pickles,  Clinic  Psychologist,  and  Mrs.  P.  Y.  Harris, 
Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  continued  to  do  much  good  work  at  the  Clinic. 


Speech  Therapy. 

Mrs.  IT.  Hepworth,  Speech  Therapist,  held  clinics  on  two  half-days  each 
week  at  Pontefract  Central  Clinic.  In  addition  she  has  one  session  each  week 
at  the  Castle  Day  E.S.N.  School  and  at  the  Knottingley  Clinic.  During  the  year 
170  sessions  were  held  and  7 6  children  were  tree. ted. 

Handi capped  Pup il s . 


The  regular  medical  examination  of  handicapped  children  continued 
during  the  year  and  where  necessary,  recommendations  were  made  for  placement 
in  special  schools. 


Me  die  a,l  Exam  in  at  i  on  of  Teachers_  _and 
Entrants  to  Training  College . 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  examine  Candidates 
applying  for  entry  to  Training  Colleges  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the 
college  Authorities  of  their  fitness  to  follow  a  course  of  teacher 
training.  During  the  year  42  candidates  v/ere  examined  and  where  necessary, 
x-ray  examinations  arranged. 

In  the  ease  of  entrants  to  the  teaching  profession,  11  examinations 
were  made. 


(g) 


B.C.G-.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 


Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  was  offered  to  all  children  in 
the  year  of  their  13th.  birthday.  With  the  consent  of  the  parents,  a 
test  is  performed  to  see  if  the  child  has  already  encountered  the  germ 
of  Tuberculosis.  If  it  has  done  so,  no  further  action  is  taken,  as  it 
is  assumed  that  the  child  is  acquiring  a  natural  immunity.  If,  however 
the  test  indicates  that  the  child  has  not  encountered  tubercle  bacillus, 
then  vaccination  is  carried  out. 


The  age  of  13  years  has  been  chosen  because  at  this  age  the  natural 
resistance  to  the  disease  tpnds  to  drop  and  it  is  hoped  to  confer 
protection  during  the  years  of  increased  risk. 


No.  of  consents 
issued. 


No.  of  consents 
received. 


Mantoux 
Test. 


Mantoux  Mantoux 

Negative.  Positive 


1,297 


760 


743  690  33 


Not 

Ascertained. 


B.C.&. 

Vaccination. 

690. 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 


The  programme  of  Vaccination  was  continued  during  the  year. 
At  the  end  of  1963  the  position  was  as  follows  : - 
Children  and  Young  Persons  under  18  years  of  age . 

Number  vaccinated.  16,319* 

Young  persons  born  between  JL933  and  1942 . 

Number  vaccinated.  3,109. 

Adults. 

Number  vaccinated.  1,048. 

20,  476. 


HEALTH  VISITING- . 

During  the  year,  the  following  number  of  visits  were  made  by  the 


Health  Visitors  in  the  Division. 

No,  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  visited  during  the  year  ....  4,094 

Total  visits  made  to  children  under  1  year  of  ago  . 6,179 

Total  visits  made  to  children  aged  1  and  under  2  years  .........  3,661 

Total  visits  made  to  children  aged  2  but  under  5  years  .........  6,740 

Total  visits  made  to  tuberculous  households  . . 2,507 

Persons  aged  65  or  over  (excluding  Domestic  Help  only  visits)  ..  744 

No.  of  visits  to  persons  aged  65  or  over  . . .  1,174 


HOME  NURSING 


During  the  year  23,435  visits  were  paid  by  home  nurses  compared  with 
20,596  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  and  visits  made  are  shown  below 


i 

Classification. 

j 

| 

No.  of  Cases 
attended  by 

Home  Nurses 
during  the  year. 

No.  of  visits 
paid  by  Home 
Nurses  during 
year. 

(l)  Medical. 

537 

18,641 

(2)  Surgical. 

210 

4,110 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases, 

- 

- 

(4)  Tuberculosis. 

7 

270 

(5)  Maternal  Complications. 

16 

228 

(6)  Other. 

7 

186 

TOTALS 

111 

23,435 

Patients  included  in  above  who 
were  aged  65  or  over  at  the  time 
of  the  first  visit  during  the 
year. 

483 

9,386 

Children  included  in  above  who 
were  under  5  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  the  first  visit  during 
the  year. 

- 

- 

Patients  included  in  above  who 
have  had  more  than  24  visits 
during  the  year. 

230 

12,043 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE , 


A  free  Chiropody  service  is  provided  for  the  following  categories  of  patient  : 


(c) 


Expectant  Mothers. 

Persons  of  pensionable  age.  (i.e. 

Handicapped  Persons. 


Males  over  65. 
Females  over  60) 


Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  the  Pontefract,  Featherstone  and  Knottingley  Clinic 
Patients  who  are  unable,  on  health  grounds,  to  attend  the  clinics,  are  treated  in 
their  own  homes. 


In  1963,  278  patients  were  treated  at  the  Clinics,  and  made  1,268  attendances, 
and  150  patients  were  treated  at  home  and  332  treatments  given. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE . 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
I946.  Section  29  of  the  Act  stipulates  the  class  of  case  for  which  provision 
of  a  Home  Help  can  be  made.  These  are  as  follows 


(i) 


(a) 

Ill. 

(<!) 

Expectant  Mother. 

(b) 

Lying-in. 

(  e) 

Mental  Defective. 

(0) 

Aged. 

(f) 

A  child  not  over  compulsory  school  age. 

Before  a  Hone  Help  can  be  provided,  a  fom  of  application  must  be  signed  by 
the  head  of  the  household  on  which  he  undertakes  either  to  pay  the  whole  cost  of 
the  service,  or  to  give  a  statenent  of  his  income  and  agree  to  pay  the  assessed 
charge  according  to  the  County  Council  scheme. 


Under  no  circumstances  can  a  Home  Help  be  used  as  a  sitter-in  and  the  amount 
of  assistance  which  a  patient  is  granted  is  related  strictly  to  the  amount  of 
domestic  work  which  is  required  to  be  done. 

The  authorised  establishment  of  Home  Helps  in  this  Division  was  39. 

Authorised  Divisional  Establishment. 


( i)  Basic.  39 
(  ii)  From  Reserve.  - 
(iii)  Total.  39 


No,  of  Domestic  Helps  employed 


( i)  Whole-time .  — 

(ii)  Part-time.  39 

(iii)  Total.  39 


Cases  provided  with  Domestic 
Under  63. 

( i)  Maternity  ( including 

expectant  mothers). 

( ii)  Chronic  Sick  and  Tuberculous. 

(iii)  Others. 

Over  65 . 


,  of  Case s .  Hours  Bug 

35 

1,877 

69 

7,792 

9 

348 

431 

73,304 

544- 

83,321 

Number  of  Home  Helps  that  could  have  been  employed  full-time  -  38*15 


MENTAL  HEALTH 

In  November,  i960,  the  new  Mental  Health  Act  became  operative  and  two 
Mental  Welfare  Officers  were  given  the  task  of  coping  with  the  increased  work 
which  the  Act  places  upon  local  Health  Authorities. 


MEDIC/' L  EXAMINATION  OF  STAFF. 


The  County  Council  decided  in  January,  1962,  to  revise  their  scheme  whereby 
all  entrants  to  the  superannuation  scheme  be  medically  examined  and  substituted 
the  following  :- 

(1)  All  prospective  entrants  to  the  scheme  be  required  to  complete  a 
questionnaire  dealing  with  personal  and  family  medical  history. 

(2)  There  to  be  a  full  medical  examination  of  :  — 

(i)  All  prospective  entrants  over  the  age  of  45  years. 

(ii)  All  entrants  whose  completed  questionnaire  reveals  the 
need  for  further  medical  investigation. 

(iii)  Applicants  whose  prospective  employment  is  such  that 
public  safety  is  involved,  e.g.  Fire  and  Ambulance 
service  drivers. 


In  1963,  24  examinations  were  made 


Immunisation  in  Schools 


In  1962  the  school  immunisation  programme  was  extended  to  include  protection 
against  Tetanus.  There  has  been  growing  emphasis  for  this  in  recent  years  and  it 
can  now  be  administered  in  a  combined  form  writh  Diphtheria, 

By  the  end  of  1963,  out  of  &  school  population  of  9,968  children,  8,741  had 
received  protection  against  Diphtheria  representing  87.69 %  of  the  population, 
whilst  in  the  two  years  that  Tetanus  protection  has  been  available  3,486  (34.97%) 
children  have  been  immunised  against  Tetanus. 


VtlcoiH'S-tion  against  ^mallnox . 

During  1963  146  primary  vaccinations  against  Smallpox  were  carried  out. 


The  ChildJIe  glee  ted  in^  jits  Own  Home. 

Quarterly  meetings  of  the  Co-ordinating  Committee  for  the  care  of  the  child 
neglected  in  its  own  home  were  held. 

These  meetings,  attended  by  representatives  of  the  Health,  Welfare,  Education 
and  Children  Departments  of  the  County  Council,  the  Health  and  Housing  Departments 
of  the  County  District  Councils,  together*  with  the  Probation  Officer,  H.S.P.C.C. 
Inspector  and  National  Assistance  Board  Officer,  were  helpful  in  providing  an  inter¬ 
change  of  information  end  a  co-ordinated  approach  to  the  individual  case. 
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KNOTT  INC3jET  URBuH  DISTRICT  COUKCIL 


To  the  Chairman  ancl  Members  of  the  Council 


Preparing  an  Annual  Report  is  like  a  courtship.  It  demands 
time.  It  demands  careful  attention  to  its  statistics  -  which  are 
vital  in  at  least  the  legal  sense;  it  requires  a  delicate  touch 
in  arranging  any  outstanding  features  to  best  advantage  and  it 
needs  derailed  claiming  to  bring  the  ..hole  affair  to  a 
satisfactory  conclusion.  Unfortunately  it  also  very  often  leaves 
one  wondering  whether  the  time  and  energy  could  not  have  been 
better  expended. 

The  need  to  say  something  new,  something  constructive  and 
something  thought  provoking  becomes  more  difficult  with  each 
successive  Report.  Particularly  does  this  apply  to  Public  Health 
work  as  results  can  rarely  be  assessed  on  a  year  to  year  basis. 

C ament  has  been  made  in  the  appropriate  sections  on  the 
progress  made  in  the  main  facets  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Department.  The  year  has  been  mainly  one  of  unremitting  routine 
with  once  again  the  main  emphasis  on  Smoke  Control,  clearing  up  the 
small  pockets  of  substandard  houses  which  still  remain  and 
consolidating  our  progress  in  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

One  point  I  should  particularly  mention  perhaps  is  that  our 
staffing  difficulties  are  gradually  being  overcane.  Mr.  K,  Barratt 
has  passed  his  Intermediate  examination  and  is  now  a  most  useful 
and  reliable  assistant.  Clerical  assistance  is  no./  available  on  a 
sound  basis  and  is  proving  invaluable  as  Mr.  Barratt  carries  out 
more  and  more  inspectorial  ’work. 

My  thanks  are  duo  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Councillor 
A.  Wood  and  the  members  of  the  Council  generally  for  their  interest 
and  support  during  the  year. 

My  colleagus  in  other  departments  are  also  I  think  due  for 
gratitude  for  their  courtesy  and  assistance  whenever  it  is 
requested. 


I  remain,  / 

"four  obedient  Servant 


Public  Health  Inspector. 


Council  Offices, 
The  Close, 
KNOTTIHGSjBY, 

Yorkshire. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Section  1 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
of  the 

DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  Pontefract,  G-oole  and  Selby  water  Board  has  now 
taken  over  the  supply  and  distribution  of  water  within  the 
Urban  District.  The  Urban  District  Council  is,  of  course, 
directly  represented  on  this  Board. 

The  water,  taken  fran  three  boreholes,  is  chlorinated 
at  source  and  is  of  consistently  good  quality.  The  hardness 
of  the  v/ater,  both  temporary  and  permanent,  occasionally 
proves  to  be  inconvenient ,  particularly  in  v/ater  heating 
appliances ,  but  the  problem  is  far  frcm  insuperable  and 
canplaints  are  few  and  far  between. 

Only  one  dwelling  house,  shown  below,  is  not  as  yet 
connected  to  the  Public  water  supply,  the  other  one 
previously  reported  now  having  been  dealt  with  under  the 
Council's  Slum  Clearance  programme. 

1,  "Talsperre",  Pryston  Lane.  .  . 

A  copy  of  the  Public  Analyst's  Report  on  samples  of 
the  three  supplies  which  together  make  up  our  mains  v/ater 
is  appended  below. 


Sample  of  Mains  Water 

Chemical  Analysis 


Parts  per  million 

Roall 

Heck 

Eggbor 

Total  Solids 

520 

340 

360 

Chloride 

30 

27 

25 

Alkalinity  as  CaCo^ 

180 

100 

120 

Total  Hardness 

160 

120 

140 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc, 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Iron 

0.2 

Nil 

0.3 

Fluorine 

0.05 

Nil 

Nil 

Mangane  se 

Nil 

Nil 

0.1 

Free  Ammonia 

0.01 

0,01 

0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Nitrous  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

5.05 

5.35 

2.80 

pH 

7.4 

7.4 

7.4 

This  v/ater  is  cf  good  organic  purity. 


(signed)  F.W.M.  Jaffe 

RICHARDSON  &  JAFFE 
BRADFORD. 
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SANITAEX  ACC  CMM ODATION  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


It  is  estimated  that  the  Knottingley  Urban  District  now 
contains  3,730  private  dwellings.  The  total  number  of  premises 
served  therefore  adds  up  to  over  A, 000  and  of  these  only  31  are 
now  served  by  cesspools  and  5  by  pail  closets.  Seme  cesspools 
have  been  abolished  during  the  year  but  new  cesspools  have  been 
provided  mainly  in  connection  with  hutted  accommodation  on  the 
Ferrybridge  "C"  Station  site.  Water  closets  have  now  been 
constructed  on  the  caravan  site  and  new  cesspools  provided  there 
also. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Supplies  of  disinfectant  are  available  at  the  Public  Health 
Department  as  and  when  required.  Disinfection  is  carried  out  as 
necessary. 


INSECT  INFESTATION 


As  I  mentioned  last  year  insect  infestation  complaints 
continued  to  increase  slightly.  This,  I  feel,  does  not  imply  any 
increase  in  the  number  of  infestations  but  rather  a  continuous 
rise  in  the  standards  which  people  will  accept. 

The  sight  of  an  ant,  silverfish  or  even  a  few  houseflies 
sends  the  modern  housewife  scurrying  for  help  form  "The  Council  . 
This  assistance  is  forthcoming  as  part  of  the  environmental 
hygiene  services  offered  and  financed  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  the  more  successful  we  are  the  more  our  services  are 
required. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  given  belay  the  range  of 
infestations  is  large  and  stocks  of  many  different  insecticides 
need  to  be  carried  in  order  to  give  immediate  service  to  the 
complainant. 

The  operator  too,  needs  a  fund  of  canmonsense  and  not  a 
little  technical  "know-how"  in  order  to  carry  out  his  job 
tactfully  and  with  the  minimum  damage  and  spoilage  to  furnishings, 
foodstuffs  and  the  fabric  of  the  buildings. 


Infestation 

No.  treated 

Re-infestations 

Woodworm 

4 

- 

Ants 

20 

A 

Silverfish 

6  ' 

mm 

Cockroaches 

29 

1 

Clovemites 

8 

2 

House  Flies 

37 

- 

Crickets 

19 

1 

Miscellaneous 

29 

- 

-  2  - 


CQMOIT  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  Caramon  Lodging  Houses  within  the  Urban 
District. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


The  one  licensed  site  in  the  Urban  District  was  granted 
a  licence  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act,  I960  and  is  now  enlarged  to  take  1+5  caravans.  A  new 
sanitary  block  including  W.C.’s  and  shower  baths  has  been 
provided.  Cesspools  are  being  emptied  by  the  Council’s 
Cesspool-emptying  service. 

Discussions  have  been  held  during  the  year  with  the 
C.E.G.B.  and  the  contractors  at  Ferrybridge  "C"  site  but 
sane  30  caravans  arc  still  stationed  on  unlicensed  sites, 
mainly  near  the  licensed  site.  Action  is  being  taken  to 
reduce  this  problem. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  year  1963  has  been  the  first  full  year  during  which 
a  Rodent  Operator  has  been  available  at -all  times. 

This  has  shown  itself  in  many  ways  -  notably  in  the 
number  of  contracts  taken  up  by  business  people  -  21  in  all 
and  in  the  number  of  Block  Control  Schemes  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

The  ammount  of  survey  work  carried  out  has  also  increased 
and  we  are  tackling  the  rodent  population  in  many  cases 
before  the  infestation  gets  to  the  complaints  stage. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  to  get  a  contract  one  has 
to  prove  an  infestation  and  to  keep  the  contract  one  has  to 
prove  the  efficiency  of  the  treatment  given.  So  far  there  has 
obviously  been  no  cause  for  complaint  as  the  only  contract 
lost  has  been  due  to  acquistion  of  the  land  by  the  C.E.G.B. 

The  limit  has  not  yet  been  reached  in  contracts  and  as  we 
clear  up  infestations  and  provide  "Clean"  areas  so  we  must 
spread  out  from  there  to  include  the  properties  on  the 
periphery  of  these  areas* 

The  "Block  Control"  system  plays  a  larger  part  in  our 
operations  nowadays  and  as  we  take  on  a  contract  we  use  the 
contracted  premises  a.s  a  central  point  and  build  up  an  area 
treatment  around  it.  This  is  obviously  a  much  more  efficient 
method  than  treating  individual  premises  and  allows  the 
cost  'per  premises  per  treatment  to  be  considerably  lowered. 
This  means,  in  effect,  that  for  the  same  labour  costs  more 
promises  can  be  treated  and  the  result  is  therefore,  better 
control  of  infestations. 

Sewers  are  not  a  great  problem  in  the  district  but 
test  baits  are  laid  from  time  to  time  and  permanent  baiting 
is  in  use  in  certain  isolated  corners  of  the  sower  system. 
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During  the  year  we  have  dealt  with  rats,  mice,  moles,  rabbits 
-  a  fox,  with  Ministry  help  and  water  voles  on  the  river  banks. 

Our  choice  of  poisons  has  been  curtailed  but  we  are  hoping 
for  newer  methods  of  destruction  to  come  out  of  the  Tolwcrih 
experimental  station. 

All  in  all  this  has  been  a  successful  year*  in  Rodent  Control 
and  the  Local  Authority  should  be  congratulated  on  their  decision 
to  employ  a  man  full-time  on  this  arduous  and  sometimes  dangerous 
job. 

I  present  overleaf  the  statistical  report  on  1963  as 
forwarded  :o  the  Ministry  at  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  .food. 


1 

i 

i 

Type  of  Property 

T 

N  on -Agricult  ural 

Agr 

cul 

Pr€ 

i 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 
houses  incl. 
Council 
houses 

. a .  s 

All  other 
including 
Business 
Premises 

Total 
(1,  2  &  3) 

Total  inspections 
carried  out 
including  re¬ 
inspections 

: 

! 

i 

1 

1 

-  | 

— 

Number  of  infested 
pr  op  er  t  i  e  s  ( in 
Sections  11,  111  & 

IV)  treated  by  the 

L.A. 

14 

259 

| 

304. 

Total  treatments 
carried  out 
including  re- 
treatment  s 

.  : 

32 

_ 

293 

1 

5? 

. 

384- 

12 

Number  of  notices 
served  under 

Section  A  of  the  Act. 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

- 

- 

— 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
is  taken  following 
the  is.  ue  of  a 
notice  under 

Section  2;-  of  the  Act 

■ 

|  .  i  .  . 

( 

j 

•» 

Legal  Proceedings 

- 

•• 

- 

- 

Number  of  "Block" 

control  schemes  : 

carried  out  32 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Section  2 


HOUSING 


NSW  HOUSING 


Records,  it  is  said,  are  made  to  be  broken.  This  is  certainly 
the  case  with  regard  to  the  Urban  District  of  Knottingley  and  in 
no  particular  is  it  more  so  than  in  Housing. 

The  first  stage  of  the  1,200  houses  for  the  N.C.B,  began  in 
mid  year  and  by  the  end  of  1963  a  total  of  191  houses  had  been  built 
and  let  by  the  Local  Authority, 

Private  building  continued  rather  slowly  and  only  1.5  houses 
were  built  by  private  contractors.  None-thelcss  the  Local  Authority 
carried  on  building  houses  for  sale  in  addition  to  the  houses  built 
for  letting.  No  difficulty  is  experienced  in  finding  buyers  and 
obviously  a  requirement  of  some  dimension  exists  for  freehold 
property  which  the  Council  is  helping  to  satisfy. 


CVBRCROviDUTG- 

No  cases  of  legal  overcro./ding  have  been  reported  to  the 
Department  during  the  year. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

I  give  below  a  copy  of  Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1963  as 
submitted  to  the  ministry. 


No. 

of 

dwelling  houses 

in  district 

3,730 

No, 

of 

houses  included 

in  above  ( a ) 

Back  to  Back 

8 

(b) 

Single  Back 

16 

3.  Slum  Clearance 


Estimated  number  of  unfit  houses  at  31*12.63  in  respect  of  -Alien 
no  representation  has  yet  been  made.  20  -  30  only 


Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  unfit  houses  elsewiterc 


No. 


of  houses  included  in  Representations  made  during  the  year. 


(a)  in  Clearance  Areas 

(b)  individual  unfit  houses 


7  - 


25 


A, 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  DURING  IMS  YEAR 


Number  of 

:  - 
i  Pers  ons 

;  families 

In  Clearance  Areas 

Houses 

Displaced 

Displaced 

Demolished 

|  duririg  year 

during  year 

Unfit  for  human  habitation. 

«• 

- 

Included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement.  *  - 

i 

- 

On  land  acquired  under  Section  43 

! 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1857. 

- 

J 

i 

Hot  in  Clearance  Areas 

1  „  Ai?* 

< 

i 

j 

As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  16  or  17 

1 

) 

(l)  Housing  Act,  1957. 

38 

1  57 

18 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 

• 

unfit  by  'the  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 

2 

5 

1 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

1 

'..Here  action  has  been  taken  under 

| 

local  Acts, 

" 

1 

Houses  included  in  unfitness  orders 

made  'under  para,  2  of  the  Second 

j 

| 

Schedule  to  the  Town  and  Country 

$ 

Planning  Act  1959. 

- 

_ 

I  < 

Number  of  dwellings  included  above  which  core  previously  reported 

as  closed  7 

i 

Number  of  i 

Persons 

Families 

B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Houses  i 

Displaced  j 

Displaced 

j 

« 

during  year 

during  year 

Under  Sections  16  (4),  17  (l)  and 

I 

35  (l)  Housing  Act,  1957  and  Section 

26  Housing  Act,  1961. 

2 

4  '  ' 

2 

Under  Sections  17  (3)  and  26 

i 

•  | 

Housing  Act,  1957. 

< 

1 

- 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Section  18  Housing  Act,  1957. 

| 

8 


C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  L1.J3B  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  ,HICH  DEFECTS  53HE  REMEDIED 


After  Informal  action  by  local 
authority. 

After  formal  notice  under 


(a)  Public  Health  Acts. 

(b)  Section  9  and  16,  Housing 


Act,  1957. 


1 


Under  Section  2 A,  Housing  Act,  1957*. 


I  Humber 


D,  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  THiPCRAHI  USE 
(Housing  Act,  1957) 

Position  I  end  of  year 

Retained  for  temporary 
acc  cmmodat  i  on . 

(a)  Under  Section  4 8 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

Licensed  for  temporary  accomioda' 
under  Section  34  or  53. 


Number  of  separate 
dwellings  contained 
therein 


Number 

E,  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGPEIMENT  {  of 


Houses  in  clearance  areas  other 
than  those  included  in  confirmed 
orders  or  compulsory  purchase 
orders. 


|  Houses 

1  ~~ 

1 

i 


Number  of  occupants 


No. 


of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  into  Council  owned  dwellings. 

Clearance  Areas  etc.  21 

Overcr  owdin  g . 


$ 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

(a)  No.  of  certificates  cf  disrepair 
granted . 

(b)  No.  of  undertakings  to  execute 
repairs  given  by  owners  to  the  Local 
Authority. 

(c)  No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair 
cancelled. 


07ERCRU7DINC 

Owing  to  the  success  of  the  local  authorities'  building  programme  it  can 
confidently  be  said  that  no  legal  overcrowding  now  exists  in  the  district. 
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new  dwellings 


No.  of  now  dwellings  completed  during  the  year. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority.  191 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise.  15 


j 

j 

Formal 

Applications 

No.  of 

CRAFTS  FOR  CONVERSION  OR  EIPR0V3C3NT  CP! 

applicati ons 

approved 

dwel lings 
completed 
during  year 

HOUSING  ACCOMODATION 

received 
during  year 

during  year 

No,  of 

No.  of 

dv/ellings 

dwellings 

. . .  .  .. 

(a)  Conversions.  (The  number  of 

dwellings  is  the  number  resulting 
fraa  completion  of  the  work) 

, 

i 

t 

1 

1  •"* 

, 

i 

i 

- 

(b)  Improvements. 

!  14 

L  - 

14 

10 

DETAILS  0?  advances  FOR  IHE  PURPOSE 


OF  ACQUIRING- 


OR  CONSTRUCTING-  HOUSES 


id 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Section  3 


ROOD  INSPECTION 
and 


CONTROL 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


There  are  now  four  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 
all  licensed  and  complying  in  all  respects  with  the 
Construction  and  Hygiene  Regulations  which  are  now  in 
operation  within  the  Urban  District, 

One  slaughterhouse  is  used  Tor  the  slaughter  of  horses, 
the  majority  of  the  meat  being  exported,  the  other  three 
are  used  solely  by  the  owners  of  the  individual 
slaughterhouses  for  slaughter  in  connection  7,/it h  their  own 
retail  butchering  businesses. 

The  remaining  butchers  in  the  town  buy  in  the 
wholesale  markets  of  neighbouring  towns. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  combined  throughput  of  the  licensed  slaughterhouses 
has  dropped  scmewhat  from  the  previous  year  because  for  six 
months  of  1962  there  were  two  extra  slaughterhouses  working. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  are  now  in  force 
and  are,  I  think,  a  disappointment  to  all  practising  meat 
inspectors.  All  carcases  must  now  be  inspected  during  the 
dressing  process  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  is  practicable. 

The  inspection  must  be  carried  out  in  strict  accord  with 
the  procedure  laid  down  and,  if  fit  for  human  consumption 
the  carcase  must  be  stamped  or  otherwise  marked  by  the 
inspect  or. 

These  regulations  lean  unfairly  in  favour  of  the  trade 
and  meat  inspectors  must  in  almost  every  case  work  overtime, 
usually  at  weekends ,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  duty  laid  on 
the  Local  Authority, 

Often  enough  the  time  involved  is  not  more  than  an 
hour  or  two  but  which  of  you  would  wish  to  take  the  kids  to 
a  match  knowing  only  too  well  that  you  must  leave  early  to 
visit  the  slaughterhouse.  It  is  a  good  excuse  for  getting 
hone  when  shopping  with  the  wife  but  even  excuses  pall  when 
offered  weekly,  annually  and  perhaps  for  ever. 

Statistical  table  on  inspection  and  condemnations  are 
given  overleaf • 
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Cattle 

excl. 

Gov.'S 

Cows 

Calves  1 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

No,  killed 

246 

i 

mm 

- 

1,464 

494 

392 

2,596 

No.  inspected 

2  46  i 

1 

i 

1 

1,464 

494 

392 

2,596 

Ail_ _di s e ase s_  except 
T.3.  <5T"Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
c  ond  aimed 

i 

! 

: 

■j 

I 

-  ! 

" 

1 

■ 

;  2 

3 

Carcases  of  which 

1 

I 

1 

!  .  1 

■ 

sane  parts  or  organ, 
was  condemned 

i 

■7 

7 

| 

16 

10 

81 

114 

Percentage  of  No, 
inspected  affected 
by  disease  other  than 
T.B.  &  Cysticerci 

f;  ft  ; 

i 

|  2.84 
i 

“ 

. 

i 

. 

• 

1.0S 

r, 

1  s 

_ 

1 

1 

20.07 

4.39 

Tuberculosis  only 

i 

i 

| 



i 

Whole  carcases 

j 

, 

•  H  aj 

! 

1 

condemned 

\  •“ 

4 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

; 

I  j 

part  or  organ  ’was 

1 

1 

! 

condemned 

- 

- 

! 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected 
by  T.B. 

i 

i 

3 

i 

j 

I 

j  ■ 

!  - 

f 

1 

i 

* 

mm 

Cysticercosis 

i 

i 

i 

t 

| 

j 

i 

i 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

i 

i 

1 

1 

j 

( 

1 

1 

I  “ 

l 

| 

- 

mm 

mm 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
r  ef  r  iger  at  i  on 

\ 

i 

1 

1 

\ 

1 

( 

- 

■ 

- 

i 

t 

- 

Generalised  and 

1 

j 

i 

4 

totally  condemned  j 

1  -  _ 

L: . 

Parts  Condemned 

Cattle 

1  head 

3  heads 

- 

C,  Bovis 

Ac  t  in  onrayc  0  s  i  s 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses 

3  livers 

2  livers 

4  kidneys 

1  Carcase 

15  plucks 

6  plucks 

8  livers 

2  carcases 

76  livers 

5  lungs 

1  hind quarter 

Ill  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

C\] 

H 

1 

Angiomatosis 

Pascioliasis 

Hydatid osis 

Oedema 

Parasitic 

Inflammation 

Milk  Spot 

Oedema 

Ilydatidosis 

Hydatidosis 

Extensive  bruising 

POOD  HA'rfKSBS 


All  food  hawkers  in  the  Urban  District  are  registered  under 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951  Section 
76. 


Before  registration  all  vehicles  must  have  a  self  contained 
hot  water  supply,  a  sink,  soap  and  towel. 

18  hawkers  have  now  been  registered  of  which  3  have  been 
registered  to  trade  in  vegetables  only. 


POOD  PHDHISiilS 


I  give  below  a  list  of  food  premises  in  the  district. 
Registered  Section  16,  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

a 
2 
8 

Other  Pood  Premises 


Por  the  sale  and  storage  for  sale  of  ice-cream 

For  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream 

Por  the  preparation  of  sausages  or  preserved  food 


Butchers 

Cafes 

Canteens 

Pish  and  Chip  Shops 
Bakehouses 
Slaughterhouses 
Clubs  and 
Licensed  Premises 
ether  Pood  Shops 


8 

4 

13 

14 
1 

4 

30 

65 


POOD  RYGIBHE  REGULATIONS 


During  the  year  a  change  of  some  magnitude  began  to  reveal 
itself  in  the  shoxgping  facilities  offered  to  the  public  in  the 
town. 


A  shopping  area,  fairly  centrally  situated  opened  its  first 
shop  and  whilst  succeeding  shops  are  coming  off  relatively  slowly 
it  is  nevertheless,  I  think,  proving  the  Sanitarians  view  that  not 
only  are  clean,  bright,  modern  premises  a  boon  to  good  hygiene 
but  an  even  bigger  boon  to  business. 

Simultaneously  the  Urban  District  Council  are  pushing  on 
with  the  re-development  of  Ferrybridge  Square.  During  1963  the 
first  privately  built  shop  and  the  first  Council  built  shop  in 
this  scheme  were  opened.  At  the  time  cf  writing  shops  and  flats 
are  now  being  let  and  the  vacated,  old  fashioned,  perhaps  even 
quaint,  shops  are  being  demolished.  The  clean  lines,  large 
windows  and  contemporary  appearance  of  these  two  areas  of 
development  bid  fair  to  provide  the  residents  of  the  Urban 
District  with  a  most  attractive  alternative  to  the  shopping  areas 
of  larger  neighbouring  towns. 
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The  general  fora  cf  the  Aire  Street  re-development  scheme 
has  now  been  agreed  by  the  Traders  representatives  and  the  Local 
Authority.  Application  has  been  made  to  the  Minister  for  the 
necessary  authority  to  acquire  the  whole  of  the  land  needed  to 
carry  out  this  vital  improvement.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  sane 
time  before  any  bricks  are  laid  but  the  prosxjects  are  soney/hat 
brighter  for  this  area. 


Further  improvements  to  Licensed  Premises  have  been  carried 
out.  One  old  club  has  been  replaced  by  a  very  modern  structure. 
Demolition  work  has  begun  as  the  first  stage  in  replacing  yet 
another  of  the  towns  old,  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable  public 
houses.  The  campaign  we  mounted  a  few  years  ago  on  this  type  uf 
premises  has  been  very  successful  and  still  more  improvements 
arc  in  the  pipeline. 

A  clearer  picture  of  the  older  shops  which  will  remain  after 
the  redevelopment  programme  is  completed  has  begun  to  emerge 
and  these  shops  will,  in  the  very  near  future  have  to  face 
rather  more  searching  inspection  than  has  hitherto  been  considered 
possible  or  politic.  These  shops  in  the  main  comply  with  the 
letter  of  the  Act  but  generally  speaking  more  could  be  done  to 
comply  with  the  true  spirit  of  the  Act. 

Food  manufacturing  premises  arc  covered  by  the  remarks  made 
above  and  once  we  can  move  with  ccrtaintity  our  demands  must 
became  more  stringent. 

It  would  appear  that  the  revolution  in  food  handling  and 
display  has  reached  the  district  and  our  job  is  to  fan  the  flames 
of  that  revolution  until  all  the  old  outmoded  and  hygienically 
discredited  premises  and  practices  have  been  abolished.  Would 
that  it  were  so  easy. 
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EWIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Section  4 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


HEFUSCE  COLLECTION 


There  has  been  no  major  change  in  the  refuse  collection 
system  since  my  last  report.  Two  vehicles  with  a  total  of  two 
drivers  and  eight  loaders  still  provide  a  weekly  collection.  The 
incentive  bonus  scheme  is  undoubtedly  the  reason  for  this 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

A  small  paper  sack  collection  scheme  was  discontinued  after 
complaints  that  sacks  we re  being  ripped  open  by  dogs.  In  houses 
and  maisonettes  with  fairly  open  mounting  points  we  also  found  the 
holders  to  be  irresistible  to  children  who  tore  them  down  by 
sv/inging  on  than.  During  their  short  trial  they  made  many  friends 
who  were  sorry  to  sec  them  go  but  it  was  felt  that  too  many 
problems  still  had  to  be  solved  to  make  them  an  economic 
proposition  in  an  urban,  industrialised  area. 

Labour  problems  were  non-existent  during  the  year.  The  men 
appear  to  be  highly  satisfied  a.nd  a  strong  spirit  of  rivalry 
exists  between  the  two  teams.  The  older  collection  vehicle  was 
completely  overhauled,  re-engined  and  repainted  during  the  year 
and  this  fanned  the  rivalry  by  giving  the  crewmembers  something  to 
boast  about.  Morale  is  extremely  high  and  it  is  amazing  what  a 
difference  it  makes  'when  the  raen  feel  that  the  Council  as  a  whole 
is  trying  to  provide  the  best  equipment  and  maintain  it  to  a 
really  high  standard. 

Protective  clothing  is  issued  to  all  members  of  the  outside 
staff  and  consists  of  boiler  suits,  safety  boots,  donkey  jackets 
and  gloves.  Goggles  are  also  available  but  no  one  ever  wears  them. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


The  big  event  in  the  refuse  disposal  field  was  the 
acquisition  of  a  1  cubic  yard  loading  shovel/dozer  to  replace  the 
small  agricultural  tractor  and  shovel  used  for  tip  control.  For 
some  months  we  had  been  trying  to  operate  the  smaller  tractor 
beyond  its  capability  and  we  load  also  suffered  from  mechanical 
bogies,  the  vehicle  being  extremely  old.  Within  weeks  of  obtaining 
the  new  vehicle  the  tip  was  transformed  -  not  into  a  thing  of  beauty 
perhaps  but  at  least  into  a  workmanlike  and  innocuous  tipping  area. 

The  tip  abuts  onto  an  unmade  road  'with  a  number  of  arches 
underneath.  Itinerants  had  obviously  been  living  rough  in  one  of 
them  and  the  ash  which  had  found  its  angle  of  rest  inside  the  arch 
was  fired  -  accidentally  or  purposely  we  do  not  know.  As  a  result 
of  this  we  obtained  permission  to  enter  the  quarry  on  the  other 
side  of  the  road,  sealed  the  arches  with  soil  and  clay  and  after 
a  lengthy  struggle,  during  which  part  of  the  tip  surface  collapsed, 
we  extinguished  and  sealed  off  a  most  dangerous  conflagration. 

Soil  and  other  covering  material  is  at  present  available 
in  fair  quantities  and  we  arc  able  to  seal  off  both  face  and  surface. 
Unf ortunately  we  suffer  from  an  excess  of  "totters"  who  give  us 
anxious  monents  from  time  to  time  when  they  fire  the  tip  face  in 
their  attempts  to  salvage  metals.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  prevent 
this  happening  in  the  future  but  it  could  be  that  prosecutions  will 
be  necessary,  distasteful  though  this  may  be. 
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CESSPOOLS  AMD  So.  'AGE  DISPOSAL 


Last  year  I  reported  that  the  new  Sewage  ;7orks  was  almost  a 
legend,  but  that  I  looked  f  or  war  cl  to  1963  with  confidence.  The  image 
which  glowed  so  brightly  in  January,  giving  rise  to  this  confidence, 
showed  its  mirage-like  qualities  yet  again  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
we  were  left  with  -  nothing. 

One  wonders  frem  time  to  time  whether  the  Ministry  really  does 
intend  that  Knottingley  shall  have  a  new  -works.  The  way  in  which  new 
factors  are  introduced  and  the  timing  of  their  introduction  by  the 
Ministry  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  little  too  good  to  be  true.  The  latest 
delay  of  course  is  due  to  the  thrusting  into  the  scheme  of  the 
Pontefract  M.B.C.  The  year  1964  will  undoubtedly  see  that  problem 
overccrac  and  all  doubts  and  misgivings  will  be  alloyed  by  the 
tolerance  ana  patience  shown  by  all  parties.  Once  more  therefore  one 
could  say  that  the  end  of  the  year  should  see  progress  at  last.  I 
dare  not  be  so  optimistic.  Who  knows  how  many  more  mirages  mil 
appear  and  disappear  before  the  town  has  a  sewage  disposal  scheme 
which  really  treats  the  stuff  instead  of  merely  disposing  of  it. 

Cess-pools  have  increased  slightly  in  number  during  1963,  the 
length  of  roads  and  therefore  the  number  of  gullies  to  be  cleansed 
increases  almost  monthly  and  the  number  of  Council  houses  increases 
weekly.  All  these  things  put  an  added  burden  onto  the  crew  of  the 
Cesspool/ Gulley  emptier.  The  pump  to  empty  the  sludge  tanks  at 
Ferrybridge  is  now  installed  but  the  time  saved  has  been  mopped  up 
by  other  duties.  The  vehicle  itself  is  elderly  and  whilst  certain 
parts  are  sound  the  crew  cab  and  road  chassis  components  are 
contributing  to  our  troubles  through  loss  of  time  in  additional 
maintenance.  Thought  must  be  given  to  this  matter  during  1964. 
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ENraaismL  health  services 


Section  5 


CLEAN  AIR 


GLiiAN"  AIR 


I  have,  this  year,  purposely  changed  the  heading  of  this 
section  from.  "Aha ospher ic  Pollution"  to  the  title  at  the  top  of 
this  page.  I  feel  that  in  Knottingley  \;e  are  making  big  enough 
strides  forward  in  this  sphere  to  be  able  to  discuss  the 
attainment  of  Clean  Air  rather  than  merely  the  Abatement  of 
Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  problem,  as  I  have  intimated  in  previous  reports,  is  a 
threefold  one.  I  do  not  propose  to  enlarge  on  this  division  cf 
responsibility  and  involvement  this  year  as  I  set  out  the  position 
fully  in  my  last  report.  Suffice  to  say  that  we  are  moving  steadily 
forward  in  all  sectors  and  the  elected  Members  afford  staunch 
support  in  the  problems  which  face  the  department. 


g/IOKB  COrTTRQL  MH.IA5 


Two  Smoke  Control  Areas  were  declared  during  the  year  -  one 
a  large  area  of  existing  Council  and  private  development  and  the 
other  an  equally  large  area  on  which  the  Local  Authority  are  to 
build  a  thousand  or  more  houses  and  shops,  with  a.  small  number  of 
existing  private  houses  on  the  north  and  easterly  periphery. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  69/63  the  Public  Health  Committee 
agreed  to  fit  the  improved  types  of  appliances  in  existing  Council 
houses  and  pay  grant  on  these  appliances  to  private  owners.  The 
Development  Committee  had  already  decided  to  fit  underfloor  dra.ught 
fires  with  small-bore  background  heating  in  the  new  Council  houses 
so  the  Health  Conmittee  had  no  problem  there. 

V 

This  has  of  course  increased  the  cost  of  the  schemes  both  to 
the  Treasury  and  to  the  Local  Authority  but  I  feel  that  it  is  in 
keeping  with  the  times.  Better  forms  of  house  warming,  together 
with  an  understandable  desire  to  keep  down  fuel  costs  arc  finally 
weaning  the  British  Public  away  from  its  traditional  fuel  wasting 
habits.  Central  heating  (and  its  junior  partner  background  heating) 
is  finally  making  an  impact  tliroughout  tho  country  and  northern 
strongholds  of  tradition  are  falling  to  its  militant  protagonists. 
The  "Fifth  Column"  in  all  this  is  the  new  smart,  sophisticated  and 
fully  emancipated  race  of  housewives  who  want  to  be  partners  in 
marriage  and  not  mere  house  drudges.  These  outspoken  young  people 
are  our  unwitting  allies  a.nd  our  aim  of  Clean  Air  will  be  a  by¬ 
product  of  their  desire  for  more  comfort  and  leisure  time. 

He  have  now  got  approximately  57/  cf  our  existing  and 
•potential  housing  in  Smoke  Control  Areas  and  I  see  no  reason  to 
feel  bloat  our  programme  -./ill  be  unreasonably  delayed. 
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BDUS'j'KLAL  POLLUTION 


The  story  here  is  one  of  steady.,  rather  than  spectacular 
progress  owing  to  the  nature  of  our  industrial  processes. 

The  C.B.  G-.B.  have  at  last  had  plans  approved  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  stack  for  the  "A”  Station  and  the  demolition 
of  the  old,  comparatively  short  steel  stacks.  This  will  be  a  real 
blessing  when  it  is  completed  within  it  is  hoped,  the  next  18 
months  or  so, 

"Burn  out"  of  producer  gas  plant  flues  is  rather  bepter 
controlled  now  a  new  system  has  been  evolved  and.  less  nuisance  is 
caused  to  the  surroundin  residential  area.  No  producer  plant  has 
been  converted  this  year  but  we  hope  that  they  will  -  like  the  old 
soldier,  slowly  fade  a. /ay. 

A  recurrence  of  nuisance  from  the  Chemical  plants  has  resulted 
in  sane  very  close  investigation  by-H.M.  Alkali  Inspector  who  has 
met  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  discuss  this  thorny  problem. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a  new  housing  estate  began  to  suffer 
from  a  particularly  unpleasant  form  of  pollution  which  spoiled 
clothing,  paintwork,  windows  etc.  and  investigation  into  this  is 
continuing  at  the  time  of  writing. 

Sane  small  success  is  evident  in  the  cold -blast  cupula  problem 
which  has  been  and  is  being  surveyed  on  a  nation  wide  scale  to 
pinpoint  ana  where  possible,  prevent,  nuisances  from  this  type  of 
plan  c . 
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